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Figures  given  here  are  estimates  or  compilations  based  on  the 
best  information  available  to  the  States,  and  they  are  used  as  reported. 

The  use  of  the  "trend  count" — a  partial  count  repeated  in 
exactly  the  same  manner  year  after  year — to  support  estimates  and  to 
determine  what  is  appropriate  in  the  way  of  seasons  and  bag  limits  has 
been  emphasized  in  previous  inventories.  The  method  continues  to  have 
wide  application  by  State  game  officials.  Likewise,  nothing  has  happened 
to  alter  the  fact  that  the  figures  in  the  present  inventory,  like  those 
in  the  past,  are  still  only  broad  approximations. 

Possibly  the  most  significant  thing  noted  this  year  is  the 
absence  of  any  major  deviation  from  the  previous  year,  both  in  inventory 
and  in  kill  figures.  One  might  speculate  that  census  methods  have  become 
stabilized  for  the  time  being,  or  that  the  factors  that  influence  big- 
game  populations  have  remained  the  same.  These  factors  coiold  include  a 
variety  of  influences  such  as  weather  conditions,  economic  stability, 
length  of  seasons,  condition  of  range,  prevalence  of  diseases  and  preda- 
tors, and,  last  but  not  least,  regional  viewpoints  and  customs.  The 
figures  seem  to  verify  the  importance  of  these  factors  when  they  show, 
year  after  year,  that  about  10  percent  of  whitetail  populations  are 
harvested  annually,  whereas  the  harvest  of  m-ule  deer  approaches  20  percent, 
But  then,  closer  study  might  reveal  some  other  basis  for  this  discrepancy. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  TABLE: 

The  figures  in  the  body  of  the  table  are  those  sub- 
mitted by  the  various  states.  The  totals  under  the  name 
of  each  species  at  the  lop  of  each  column  and  the  totals 
in  the  left-hand  column  for  the  different  states  are  es- 
timates, obtained  by  increasing  the  sum  of  Inventory  and 
kill  figures  by  about  5  percent  to  allow  for  natural  mor- 
tality. The  resulting  figures  are  believed  to  represent 
minimum  pre-huntlng  season  populations. 

Several  species  and  subspecies  of  deer  and  two  species 
of  bighorns  have  been  combined  in  their  respective  eolunms 
to  reduce  the  size  of  the  table.  Once  again,  no  bison  kill 
is  shown  because  of  the  difficulty  of  securing  adequate  fig- 
ures; however,  approximately  1,000  are  removed  from  herds 
each  year.  For  more  detailed  Information  consult  the  1951 
Census  of  American  Bison  by  H.  H.  Collins,  Jr.,  or  the  state 
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